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 Common Questions & Answers for the Free and Reduced Price Meal 

Household Application 
 
Q 1 Can I put more than one foster child on an application? Can they be on with 

my own children? 
 If you are a group home, all eligible children may be on the same application.  If 

you are a guardian to a foster child you may now submit one family application 
that includes all eligible children in your family, including foster children. You 
must mark the box indicating which children on the application are foster 
children. 

  
Q 2      Do I need to include income received from foster care as income on my 

application?  
 No. The income received from the foster care is not considered household 

income.  However, if child receives personal income it must be reported in Box F. 
 
Q 3 I have relatives or friends who are staying in the same house with me and 

my children.  Do they have to turn in a separate application? 
 No, one household application can be submitted. However, remember you must 

list all individuals in the household and report any income they receive in Box F.    
 
Q 4 If I have one child with an assistance program case number and the other 

children do not have a number, can I still use one application? 
 Yes. CN memo #13-10 now states that any member of a household receiving 

assistance (SNAP-FDPIR-TANF) qualifies all eligible children in the household 
for free meals. You can complete one application using one assistance program 
case number. 

 
Q 5 Can I use an AHCCCS number, Medicaid or Quest card number for a case 

number? 
 No. SNAP, FDPIR and TANF are the only acceptable numbers you can use.    
 
Q 6 Do I have to put my Social Security Number (SSN) on the application? 
 If the “I do not have a SSN” box is checked no SSN is required. If you are filling 

out income information in Part 2 box E and/or F only the last four digits are 
required. Note: If the SSN is required and is missing, your application will be 
returned to you for completion. Group homes and foster parents do not need to 
include SSN. 

 
Q 7 Do I list my income after insurance and other deductions are taken out and 

my bills are paid? 
 No. Please include your GROSS income (the amount earned before deductions) 

and indicate how often (weekly, monthly etc.) you are paid. Do not list hourly 
wages.   
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Q 8 If nothing has changed since last year, can I turn in the same application? 
 No. The application changes slightly each year so a new application needs to be 

filled out. Using old applications will be delay processing. The current school year 
is listed on the application. 

 
Q 9 Are my children able to buy a la carte/snack items using the Free and 

Reduced Price program? 
 No. They may take a complete breakfast and a complete school lunch but extra 

items (bottled water, snack items, cookies, etc) must be purchased with cash or 
money placed on their accounts.   

 
Q 10 How does my child use their meal account in the cafeteria to eat? 
 Students eligible for free or reduced priced meals are not identified in the school 

cafeteria. All students go through the line the same way, using the 6 digit number 
provided to them on all their school documents. This number will not change as 
long as they remain a student in DVUSD. 

 
  


